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D WeTmes ‘DEATH TO THE'WORL s ool

the general'name for all the passions. When we wish to call the passions by a commpnjy
call them the'world. But -when we wish to distinguish them by their special names. we call

ns. The passions are the following: love of riches, desire for.possessions, bodily pleasuref "
from*which comies sexual passion, love of honor which gives rise to envy, lust for power, arrogance
*and pride:of posit the craving to adorn oneself with luxurious clothes and vain ornaments. the

litch for.hmman glory which is a source of rancor and resentment, and. physical fear., Where these
passions cease to be active, there the world is dead.... Someone has said of the saints that while aliv
| they.were dead; for-though living in the flesh, they did not live for the flesh.:See for which of thesé
you are alive. Then you will know how far you are alive to the world. and how far you are¥.=
& T AL --St. Isaac of Syria (6th century)-«
S TR

DEATH TO THE WORLD
is a zine lo inspire Trulh-
secking and  soul  searching
famidst  the modern age  of
uihilism and despair, promoting
the ancient principles of the last
true rebellion: to be dead lo this
world and alive to  the
otherworld. Correspondence is
encouraged and . articles  for
submission are welcomed. Each
article printed herein is true to
life and has been writlen out of
pain of heart for love of truth
DEATH T THE WORLD
TT7T Martinelli Rel
Forestville CA 95456
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DEATH TO THE WORLD

The last true rebellion is death to the world. To
be crucified to the world and the world to us.

With the seed of dissatisfaction deeply planted in
the heart of today’s society, rebellion has been a small
key to unlock the doors of change. But the rebellion
that the world has known is not a fullness of true
rebellion.

Since our times have come to a point where things
can’t get much worse, the few remaining lovers of truth
must search deeper into themselves and deeper into the
truth itself -- but to get to this point a revolution
must take place. A revolution in the hearts of these
lovers of truth. A revolution that annihilates all
earthly and worldly thinking and that nurtures a way of
thinking that is not of this world. Because that which
is of the flesh is of the flesh and that which is of the
spirit is of the spirit.

There is a grave necessity for this internal
revolution, for only by this can progress be made. For
how can one help a world with festering wounds until one
mends one’s own wounds. After this spiritual surgery has
" taken place, true rebellion is an ideal that is
attainable.

y In this age of confusion and destruction, the
necessary distinction between good vs. evil has been
deathly confused. The result of this is nihilism. The
philosophy of nothingness, that no ultimate truth
exists. In nihilism, there is neither love or hatred,
good or bad, life or death. The result of this is the
soul destrpying idea that even God does not exist.

. The natural reaction to all of this is an internal
rebellion of the soul, for the soul cannot deny its own
existence. At this point an all-out unseen war is fully
engaged. In the case of the 1lover of truth, the
rebellion manifests itself externally in a rebellion
against this corrupt world. This is good, but there are
too many people who just stop at this point. Without
searching any further, how can one expect to uncover the
answers? True rebellion will stop at nothing in the
fight far the good of the world, for the good of others,
and for the good itself in whatever way it manifests
itself. It is necessary to wage a revolution in the
heart in order to conquer evil with good so as to have
a rebellion in truth. This is the kind of rebellion that
must take place or else it isn’t rebellion at all.

Spread from Issue No. 1.
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PERFECTION IN PAIN
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AT THE TIME of acute ‘self-conisciousness at the birth of
adulthood, when the soul is still innocent and open, has not been
hardened, and the world is a big apple with possibilities that are
seemingly limitless, and relationships can seem to be so perfect
and so easily perfect, and the soul has been just awakened to the
intense sense of personhood, self-hood, and asks (for the first and
sometimes only time in one’s life) the question of who he is and
why he’s here, the soul is wide open and seeks to go beyond itself.
The person feels deeply and intensely, having not yet learned to
block and hide these feelings which later prove too painful, and he
longs to share this feeling, this self-awareness, this intensity, this
pain with others, and to feel what others feel, especially those who
are going through the same thing. Everything is poured out freely,
sometimes too freely, and fhere is no attempt to guard one’s inner
world from being trampled on. The child who has never been hit
by a car, if he is not told of the dangers, will have no fear of

. walking into a busy street,

¥ However, when the person gets older, as time passes, the
perfect “soul-mate” relationships which began so intensely, like a
wondrous blossoming flower, become disappointing because there
was nothing higher to hold them together; and the seemingly
limitless possibilities which present themselves in youth become
smaller, one possibility closing itself off after another once one
goes further on a certain path (for each person can only take one
path at a time). And then occurs what has formerly been feared
and rejected—a layer forms on top of the raw person, a protective
coating; and it cannot be helped, for pure vulnerability is too
painful, 7

Spread from Issue No. 1.
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“Deo notshun puve-rl_v' and afflictions, these wings of buoyant prayer.”
+5¢. Nilus of Mt. Sinai (Sth c.)

“Nothing doth so hurt anid dim the eye of the soul as the crowd of worldly
anxicties and the swarm of desires.”
4St. John Chrysostom (4th ¢.),

Do notseek the perfeetion of the Jaw in human virtues, foritis not found
perfect inthem, Its perfection is hidden in the Cross of Christ.
+St. Hesychius the Priest (Sthe.)

“Sometimes we do not sec any outlet, any escape from our sins, and they
wrment us: onaccount of them, the heant is oppressed with somow and
weary. But Jesus looks upon us, and streams of tears flow from our eyes,
and with the tears all the tissue of evil in our soul vanishes. We weep with
Jjoy that such mercy has suddenly and unexpectedly been sent to us.”
+5i..John of Kronstadt (20th c.)

"Do not be greatly disturbed by the arrangement of your fate. Have only

the unwavering desire for salvation and, standing before God, await His

helpuntil the time comes.™
+5L. Elder Ambrose of Optina Monastery (19th ¢.)

“Remember always: if your way of life is hard and sorrowful, it is correct;
but il you live in comfort, wealth and honor, and still more in carnal plea-
sures, you are on the road to perdition. Tt is quite impossible 1o attain
serenity of mind without enduring many sorrows and depression for many
years, ™ =
+Fr. Confessor llian of Mount Athos

In suffering, something goes og which helps the heart to receive God's
revelation. ’
+Hieromonk Seraphim Rose, 1982

The man who is sent unceasing sorrow is known to be especially under
God's care.

+5t. Isaac the Syrian (7th ¢.)

Have courage, faith, hope and love in God patience unto the end, to gain
your immortal soul which the whole world is not equal to.
= +Elder Joseph the Hesychast (20th c.)
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iU olation, the island nation of Jaj 0
s later, th Russian Consulate requested that the Church s
st tn serve the few Orthodox Christians from Russia living in the country. and poss
ionary work : t the Japanese people. The Church chose lai, a yo priest-monk who had been
God to use him in Japan. In summer ut I‘jh{ Nikolai left St. re for Japan. On the v
he spent winter in Nikolayevsk, a port faci < od gave him the great chance to meet
man, later to be called St. Innocent of Alas .‘ | ent gave him precious advice, especially about the
importance of translating church texts into ese. Nikolai set foot on Japan the following year in 1861.

: o )]
study of the local culture and lan g gan lmn:[l]d:‘:n;ll;;i:nli.nrhi::d::ll\: t}ltk[: %du.p
and instructional material for catechumens, in order to allow him to reach [hL‘}IL’ :anf
li]l.‘.Jd}JdllL\l. who up unul now had only Aposed to the corrupt é‘hn 'tmml; of the
est in the 17th century, who w er ex d fmm lhc country. A great lover of
liturgical singing, he als J‘!])‘III;‘WL B:?L use of the
o i\\“t)\l g;}t]l[l]r;d{litnli;p\;:;‘[grn missionaries in lmde dcalmns centuries earlier, Christian-

ite the government h.m on Christianity,
Lntil‘!? th I.T 1 his transls s. After se \Lm] t1|!I| u!t hl\mmrl the
Church became some of the iirst sdox Chri egan to hl‘lu
an effect, as more and more pe rrplc came luOrtI o) :
Nikolai used the opportunity and purchas

& fer\:.n{ W n|k
in the most pressing area -—ln\irm.lml! tur-. ate hum

I.
press. With tilc Prcux m hand, he began

of publishing w ar«h]p books and small p:imphle' in Japanese [
5 ell as lit al material.

Tl culous feat, \\nl!h\ of atrue \'nnt is mdd; even more apparent when one reads St.
Nikolai’s own words recarding the Ja “lrd Christianity e Japanese of

that time regarded fo 3 y S s
church, to which only 3 i gicians could belong." In fact, in 1871,
mcm WS 2 Massiv ak 0 . 2 persecution of Christians. :
Nikolai, threatening the Priest’s life if he did

not :.tcrp 0T upimu the u:plu \\nh (hr i agreed lo diu but nnl\' if the m n

would first listen to  St. Ni 3 prma.hln r
tell the samurai about Orthodc

would-be murderer act
years later, this samur;

Spread from Issue No. 20.
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he world is the general name fo he passions. When 'we wish to call tlie:passions by a common
‘name, wecall them the world. But when we wish.to distinguish them by their special names. we call
them passions; The passions are the following: love of riches, desire for possessions, bodily pleasure
from which comes sexual passion, love of honor which gives rise to envy. lust for power, arrogance
and pride of position, the craving to adorn oneself with luxurious clotlies and vain ornanients, the
{iteh for human glory which is a source of rancor and resentment, and. physical fear. YWhere: these
assions cease to be active, there the world is dead.... Someone has said of the saints that while alive
were deads; for though living in the flesh, they did not live for the flesh. See for-which of these
en you will know how far you are alive to the world. and how far you are
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i of heact for fove of rraith,
Even until now, his ? DEATH TO THL WUR‘L-Q
1t hand remains placed together making the POEES Sl - -
of the cross, showing that he died at prayer. I Santa Ma'-CA 92?9?‘ 0
2 _www.deathtotheworld.com

and his incorrupt
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have been eagerly forced down our throats by our own sick pleasure, but yet we think ourselves
alilf to be philosophers. We have become voiceless as fish, yet we think ourselves to be great
[ orators. We are have become as our torturers. Thinking ourselves great men, we have become
fools. We constantly feed off of our own sensation, doing nothing to nourish ourselves with §if
\ what is truly important. We have forgotten our humanity and have become as wild beasts (only ¥} I

because we thankfully ate this sloppy lie as it was some delicacy). Our hearts beat off of the
shock of our own egotistic pulse that shudders throughout our bodies, pushing others away in
order to create a false utopia inside ourselves. We not longer live to our full potential, but roll

¥ around as swine in mud, enjoying only the external and shunning the internal. We tell ourselves

life is o fast to focus on within. We all march in a parade of foolishness, acting as drunken
apes in a small cage at a zoo. We have made ourselves to be spectacles, our lives are just a
show, and for what? What about when we are six feet under? In one hundred years we will lie

forgotten, eaten by worms, returning to our dust. What then? Would life end? Some of us have |

the opportunity to ponder our end on.a deathbed; mgst of us are not so lucky. Can we really

: say we will be here or there tonight? This hour could certainly be our last. Where is the pleasure i}
| of life when all things are weaker than shadows? One fell stroke and death in turn prevails over #iif#iH
| all our vanities. Like flower that wastes away and a dream that passes and is gone, so are all of i3 i

us into dust recalled. Vanity is all the works and quests of man and they have no being after

# death has dome; our wealth is with us no longer. How do we keep our so-called glory? When

death comes all these vanities are washed away. We cannot resist, the concord and bond of

| nature will be broken, we will be rent in two, and the body and soul will be ripped apart. What
it will become of us walking food for worms? Let us peel our eyes back, humanity, and remember

If ourselves! Life is like a vapor of smoke! We must recognize who we are, what we can become.
| We are fashioned once again after Him who was born of the dead. What is hope is there if man

; does not survive death? In order to survive this most important event of our lives, we must die
It now, die to our own selves and polish our hearts to reflect the conqueror to death. Let us die

now, so that in death we will not die, and be able to sing from our coffi

R 0 it il 1

Spread from Issue No. 23.
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FAOM “"THE ENLARGEMENT OF Y FR. ZACHARIUS MT. TABOR PR
-~ When “the fullness of time was come™iGal 4:4,Eph 1:10) such
4 person was found on earth, the Holy Vi irgin,who possessed
.| every sovercign beauty and glory “within."\e45:149 Her presence
l before God was so hrlﬂllt and sublime, that the King u} Heaven.
“desired llcrln-.mt\- (ef.Psd5:11), gyvershadowed her with his
Holy Spirit, made her the throne of the Cherubim, and “bowed
s* the Heavens also, and came down.” »1%0.2suazi0 According to the
‘teachings of the Fathers, the Holy Virgin was a p(-rl‘crt vessel, which con-
-tained all the spiritual charisms and «Inmu virtues. Three virtues, however, ==

. stand out in particular.

First, her “hesychastic” withdrawal into the Holy of Holies* and her i
2 hesychastic prayer®®, That is to say, her perfect dying to this Present world,
and her Cherubic appearance before the living God, the God of her
fathers. She forgot her people and the house of her father (cf.Ps45:10),
and instead, offered to God unceasing supplications for the salvation of the whole
world. She became receptive to perfect Revelation, drew the most high
towards her, and showed herself to be a Bethichem - a house of the “Brmd
of life” (n6:48)*** — the mother of Christ, of God. Just as Abraham,
by obeying the voice of God and forsaking his kinsmen, recieved
the promises, just as Jacob, while being []l’r‘«l‘Lult‘d came to
* that fearful place, “The Gate of Heaven™ (G 25:17), and just
Israel, exposed to the dangers of the descrt, |(-|:icwd
p—= revelations, so too did the Holy Virgin, who was Dead to
the world, Become the dwelling place of the God-head.

The second is her humility, As she says herself, The Lord “hath m;,.:rdml the low estate of
his hundmaiden,” (Lk 1:48) that is, her humility. the “nothingness™ of her profound and extreme humility
became the “stuff™ by which the highest wrought the re-creation of the human race. By means of this humility,
the Holy Virgin, prophetically, set herself on the way which her Son was to reveal, and was fulfilling the law of his
spirit: “he that humbleth himself shall be exalted™ (Lk 14:11, 18:14) and thus He that is mighty “hath done” for her
great things (Lk 1:49) and raised her up higher than even the Angelic powers.

Thirdly, her purity, which was never violated, neither by a glance, nor a thought, nor even the slightest movement
of the heart. Her heart was completely given over to God, and it was this “handing over” (Paradosis) that made her
worthy to converse with God, and made God await her consent, “Behold, the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto
me according to thy word" (Luke 1:38) a5 indispensable for the work of the salvation of the world.

*THE MOTHER OF GOD WAS RAISED IN THE TEMPLE, I!H‘(ll{l- SHE WAS OF AGE,
.‘r AND DWELT IN THE HOLY OF HOLIES (MORE INFO DTTW ISSUE #14)

**HESYCHASM - the process of retiring inward by ceasing to register the senses, and developing
unceasing infernal praver in order to achieve an experiential knowledge of God

p # *24IN HEBREW, BETHLEHEM, LIT “HOUSE OF BREAD.”

Spread from Issue No. 20.






