






the packing of the valuables in the four suitcases, and had seen him to the
police station. This is like when the Hebrews fled from Egypt. God told them
to take their flocks and herds, all their belongings and valuables, and leave
with Moses.16 Here, the same thing happened in a miraculous way.

RTE: Amazing. Has his whole life been like this?

KYRIA ELPIDA: Yes, there have been many miracles, and I know a few. He
was born the last child of a large family. His father was arrested by the Turks
in 1913, accused of collaborating with the British, and imprisoned in
Constantinople. When his wife went to see him in prison, she found him
buried in the earth up to his neck. Only his head was above ground. He told
her, “Despina, take care of yourself and the children. Don’t worry about me.”
Then they moved him deep into Anatolia, and the family lost all trace of him. 
So, you had a very large family living in extreme poverty. There were six

boys and seven girls, with Petros the youngest and weakest child, and a
mother who was the sole support of the family. She sold all of her jewelry
and small family valuables piece by piece to survive; work at that time was
impossible to find, especially for a woman. When they had no food, she
would take holy water and drop a bit on each child’s tongue, saying, “Alright,
now you’ve eaten. Go to bed.” They often did night vigils, but they didn’t
know if they should commemorate their father as living or dead. They
thought he was dead, until one night four-year-old Petros stood up in the
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ables. Kyrios Petros was shocked and furious that his wife had repacked all of
the valuables into one suitcase. He trembled when he thought, “How easy it
would have been for the Turks to inspect the suitcase, or for the officer to have
seen this when I slipped the icon in. With this idiocy of putting all the valuables
into one suitcase, my foolish wife and her friends could have had me shot.
A few days later when Kyria Penelope opened the three smaller suitcases

that had been returned to her Constantinople and found no valuables
among the clothes, she understood that the Turks must have opened the
suitcases, taken everything of value, and sent back only the clothing.

In the nine months before Kyria Penelope
arrived in Athens, whenever they spoke on the
telephone, she would ask, “Petros what happened
with the suitcase? Did you have enough clothes to
change into?” Kyrios Petros was still so angry that
when she asked this he couldn’t say a word, but
just hung up the phone. The misunderstanding
was only resolved when his wife arrived in Greece
and they realized that a great miracle had taken
place. Somehow, all of the valuables had been
transferred to the only suitcase that Kyrios Petros
managed to take with him through customs.
This is amazing, isn’t it? Four women witnessed

Kyrios Petros and Kyria
Penelope.
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Kyria Elpidas home chapel. Old Greek House on Principio.



when you can, little by little.” He borrowed the money, and paid back the
loan. Kyrios Petros was well-liked by everyone and had Jewish friends, even
in the synagogue.
When Kyrios Petros’ son Elias was a newborn, he fell ill one night, and in

a few hours his little body was burning with fever. The neighbors weren’t
home, and Kyrios Petros wanted to go for the doctor, but his wife was so
weak and fragile after the birth that he was afraid if the baby died while he
was gone his wife would also die of grief. So, he went to the icon of the
Mother of God, and demanded her help. “Panagia, don’t you see? My child
is dying. I can’t go for the doctor, my wife will die of sorrow, you must do
what you can.” 
In a little while he heard one of the bakti, neighborhood watchmen who

patrolled the area, blowing their whistles periodically to discourage bur-
glars. Kyrios Petros opened the window and shouted, “Efendi, Efendi, come
here, I need to tell you something important. My child is very ill, please go
to the doctor and ask him to come urgently.” In a short while, the doctor
arrived, obviously irritated: “I came even though I’m angry with you. Wasn’t
it enough that you sent that nice woman out alone at night to ask me to come
look after your baby? But then you sent the police to force me….” It turned
out that a “very nice woman” had come with Kyrios Petros’ address a few
moments before the police, and begged him to go quickly to the baby. When
Kyrios Petros heard this, he was so shocked that he dropped what he was
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center of the family circle and said, “My father is alive. He will come back
and bring a lot of money with him.” And later he did come back, with a good
sum of money. Petros never knew from where.
As a child, Kyrios Petros was very sickly and no one expected him to live.

In those days we didn’t have central heating or antibiotics, and a draught
could bring on a cold that would quickly develop into pneumonia. Many chil-
dren died this way. When he was very little, more than once he woke up, feel-
ing an invisible hand removing the covers in his sleep. But each time one of
his sisters would wake up, sense that something was wrong, and cover him
up again. He was a very fragile child, but he outlived them all and is now 94.
When Petros grew up, the Constantinople Jews helped him. In his early

twenties, he worked as an assistant in a small grocery for a Greek who had
a passion for gambling. The owner was steadily losing money, and despite
the fact that the store was doing well, he went bankrupt. He decided to sell,
and although Kyrios Petros had saved as much as he could, he was far from
having the sum to buy it. One day, one of the store’s customers from the
Jewish lobby asked him, “What is going to happen to this shop?” “Kyrios
Petros said, “I would like to buy it, but I don’t have the money. “The Jew
said, “How much do you have?” Kyrios Petros said, “I have been saving for
three years, I have this sum.” The Jew said, “I see that you’ve been working
hard and that you are financially sound because you’ve already collected
this much money. If you wish, you can take a loan from us, and pay it back
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Zoodochos Pigis, Patriarchal Graveyard. 2005 Former Greek homes on Principio (Buyukada). 2005.



But after the young man returned to school, he began writing letters to 
his fiancée, saying, “Maybe we should think about this, maybe we should
reconsider…” As it turned out, he was having an affair with a Swiss girl. In
spite of all that Kyrios Petros’ family had done for him, he wanted to break
off the engagement. Kyrios Petros’ daughter was beside herself and said, 
“If he leaves me, I’ll throw myself off Lycabettos,” the highest cliff in Athens. 
But the young man broke the engagement anyway, and married the Swiss

woman. He even brought her to Athens for the wedding. Kyrios Petros’ wife
was furious, his daughter was very sad, and he thought, “Even if this is my
best friend’s son, we can’t go to that wedding.” But as he was praying he
heard, “Not only will you go to the wedding, but you will buy a gold bracelet
and give it to the Swiss woman, because, due to his injustice, this marriage
will not last unless you forgive him.” So, out of obedience, and secretly from
his wife and daughter, Kyrios Petros bought the bracelet and went to the
wedding. He offered the bracelet to the bride and left. The couple moved
back to Switzerland and sometime later thieves broke into their apartment.
They stole everything, all the jewelry and valuables they could find, but for
some reason they left that bracelet on the table. It was a holy bracelet of
absolute forgiveness. 
Later, Kyrios Petros had stomach cancer and was healed. He was in terri-

ble pain, praying of course, all the time, and one day he heard in prayer, “Go
for three Saturdays to receive Holy Communion.” Although he had a burn-
ing pain that often made him double over, he went the first Saturday, the
second, and when he received the third time, it was as if someone had
poured water on lit charcoal. He went immediately to the doctor, and the
doctor said, “Petros, I don’t understand. What happened to the tumor?” He
replied, “It’s gone. I knew it, but I wanted you to confirm it.” 
Kyrios Petros prays very much and has seen demons in the street appearing

as all black. When he sees this he goes out and incenses the street. He is also
often aware when there are dangerous political situations. One night he asked
me to pray for American President Jimmy Carter because he had a difficult
decision to make in regard to the Soviet Union. This was when the Soviet
Union invaded Afghanistan, but it wasn’t news until the following morning. 
In March 1987, he saw Ismet Inonu17 in a dream, the same Turkish

Minister who was a general during the catastrophe of Asia Minor and the
destruction of Smyrna in 1922, who had arranged the deportation of thou-
sands of Greeks in 1964, including Kyrios Petros himself. As bad as he was
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holding. “Me, such a sinner, and the Mother of God listened not to a hum-
ble prayer, but to my demand.”
Do you remember the story I told you about the seemingly unjust inheri-

tance of my husband and his brother? Kyrios Petros had a similar story of
injustice: a Greek friend in Constantinople asked him to sign as surety on a
bank loan so that he could borrow money for his business. The business
didn’t go so well, however, and that “friend” proved to be dishonest. He did-
n’t want to pay back the loan and simply disappeared with the assets. Kyrios
Petros was so afraid that the bank would seize his property, since he had
guaranteed the loan, that he signed all of his property over to his wife, Kyria
Penelope, who was Greek but had Turkish citizenship. (Kyrios Petros had
Greek citizenship.)
When Kyrios Petros understood that this acquaintance had defaulted on

the loan, he complained to God that he had only tried to be a good Christian
and a brother, but in exchange he almost lost his property. Why, he asked,
did he have to go through all this trouble?
A few years later, when Kyrios Petros was suddenly deported as a Greek

citizen, all of his property should have been seized, but thanks to that very
unjust incident, it had already passed to his wife, who was able to keep it as
a Turkish citizen. Everything was saved.
Another interesting story happened later in Athens, when the son of

Kyrios Petros’ best friend went to study medicine in Switzerland. He had
been taking spiritual advice from Kyrios Petros, and when he returned from
school he said, “Kyrios Petros, you talk about chastity, but all of my class-
mates at the university have girl friends, and soon they will misjudge me
and say that I’m not even a man.” So they decided to engage him to Kyrios
Petros’ sixteen-year-old daughter, so that he would have an excuse not to
have a girlfriend. 
During the holidays, the young man visited often so the young people

could get to know each other. She fell in love and they were engaged. After
some time he said to Kyrios Petros, “I live too far to get to the university 
easily. I need a car. Can you lend me the money? After I’m a doctor, I will
pay you back.” Kyrios Petros sent the money and the young man bought an
Alfa-Romeo. When he struggled to pass his exams, Kyrios Petros would
sense it and pray for him, and then he would pass. Whenever he came back
to Greece, he would ask Kyrios Petros, “Did you pray for me at such and
such a time?” He always had. 

Road to Emmaus   Vol. VII, No. 3 (#26)

36



4 Kemal Ataturk: (1881-1938) Turkish army officer, extreme nationalist revolutionary against the Ottoman
Sultanate, and first President of the Republic of Turkey. 

5 Chalki: Pronounced “Halki.” One of the Prince’s Islands. In Turkish, “Heybeliada.”

6 Kaloumenos, Dimitrios. The Crucifixion of Christianity: The Historic Truth of the Incidents of September
6-7, 1955 in Constantinople (Istanbul). Dimitrios Kaloumenos. 2nd. ed., rev. Athens : [s.n.], 1991. 

7 The 1961 Yassiada Trial against Menderes and his hardline foreign minister, Fatin Zorlu, exposed the
detailed planning that went into organizing the pogrom…. In the run-up to the pogrom, Menderes and Zorlu
mobilized the formidable machinery of the ruling Demokrat Parti (DP) and party-controlled trade unions of
Istanbul. Interior minister Namik Gedik was also involved. According to Zorlu's lawyer at the Yassiada trial,
a mob of 300,000 was marshalled in a radius of 40 miles around the city for the pogrom….

Most of the rioters came from western Asia Minor…. carted by train with third class-tickets to Istanbul.
These recruits were promised the equivalent of $6 USD, which was never paid. They were accompanied by
…police, who were charged with coordinating the destruction and looting once the contingent was broken up
into sub-groups of 40–50 men, and the leaders of the party branches.

In addition to commercial targets, the mob clearly targeted property owned or administered by the Greek
Orthodox Church. Seventy-three churches and 23 schools were vandalized, burned or destroyed, as were 8
asperses and 3 monasteries. This represented about 90 percent of the church property portfolio in the city.
The ancient Byzantine church of Panagia in Veligradiou was vandalized and burned down. The church at
Yedikule was badly vandalized, as was the church of St. Constantine of Psammathos. At Zoodochos Pege
church in Balikli, the tombs of a number of Ecumenical Patriarchs were smashed open and desecrated. The
abbot of the monastery, Bishop Gerasimos of Pamphilos, was severely beaten during the pogrom and died
from his wounds some days later in Balikli hospital. In one church arson attack, Father Chrysanthos Mandas
was burned alive. The Metropolitan of Liloupolis, Gennadios, was badly beaten and went mad. Elsewhere in
the city, Greek cemeteries came under attack and were desecrated. Some reports also testified that relics of
saints were burned or thrown to dogs.

While the pogromists were not instructed to kill their targets, sections of the mob went much further than
scaring or intimidating local Greeks. Between 13 and 16 Greeks and one Armenian (including two clerics)
died as a result of the pogrom. Thirty-two Greeks were severely wounded. Men and women were raped, and
according to the account of the Turkish writer Aziz Nesin, men, mainly priests, were subjected to forced cir-
cumcision by frenzied members of the mob and an Armenian priest died after the procedure. Nesin wrote:
“That night, many men shouting and screaming were Islamized forcefully by the cruel knife. Among those
circumcised, there was also a priest.”

The physical and material damage was considerable and over 4,348 Greek-owned businesses, 110 hotels,
27 pharmacies, 23 schools, 21 factories, and over 1,000 Greek-owned homes were badly attacked or
destroyed.

An eyewitness account was provided by journalist Noel Barber of the London Daily Mail on 14 September
1955:

“The church of Yedikule was utterly smashed, and one priest was dragged from bed, the hair torn from his
head and the beard literally torn from his chin. Another old Greek priest [Fr. Mandas] in a house belonging
to the church and who was too ill to be moved was left in bed, and the house was set on fire and he was
burned alive. At the church of Yenikoy, a lovely spot on the edge of the Bosphorus, a priest of 75 was taken
out into the street, stripped of every stitch of clothing, tied behind a car and dragged through the streets.
They tried to tear the hair of another priest, but failing that, they scalped him, as they did many others.”

Although the British Ambassador to Ankara, [Sir James] Bowker advised British Prime Minister Harold
Macmillan that the United Kingdom should “court a sharp rebuff by admonishing Turkey,” only a note of dis-
tinctly mild disapproval was dispatched to Menderes. The context of the Cold War led Britain and the US to
absolve the Menderes government of the direct political blame that it was due. The efforts of Greece to inter-
nationalize the human rights violations through international organizations such as the UN and NATO found
little sympathy. British NATO representative Cheetham deemed it “undesirable” to probe the pogrom. US
representative Edwin Martin thought the effect on the alliance was exaggerated, and the French, Belgians
and Norwegians urged the Greeks to “let bygones be bygones”. Indeed, the North Atlantic Council issued a
statement that the Turkish government had done everything that could be expected. More outspoken was the
World Council of Churches, given the damage wrought on 90 percent of Istanbul's Greek Orthodox churches,
and a delegation was sent to Istanbul to inspect the havoc. (Retrieved and adapted from:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul_Pogrom)
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to the Greeks, Kyrios Petros saw him in his dream, saying, “Petros, I came
to ask you to pray, they are going to involve us in a war.” Kyrios Petros
asked him, “How were you allowed to come and warn me and not Kemal
Ataturk, who liked the Greeks more than you do?” But he got no answer. It
was later revealed to him in prayer that although Inonu was an enemy of the
Greeks, he was a pious Muslim, faithful to his wife, who thought he was
helping his own country, while Ataturk had been the complete opposite: an
atheist, sexually rotten and thoroughly corrupt. The meaning was that the
one was personally clean, while the other was morally filthy. Kyrios Petros
has had many such instances in his life.18

But there were many people like this in Constantinople and Athens, just a
decade or two ago: Fr. Amphilochios, Elder Porphyrios, Mother Gavrilia, and
many secret lay-ascetics whom we will never hear of. It is the prayers of 
people like this that turn God's wrath from our sins and, in this time of weak-
ened faith, keep us believing until Orthodoxy is reborn again in power. 

1 Exchange of Populations: After the defeat of the Ottoman Empire, which had aligned itself with Germany
during World War I, the new Turkish Republic under Kemal Ataturk, although sizably reduced in territory,
was granted official recognition. By the terms of the settlement, 4000 year-old Greek-inhabited areas in
western Anatolia were put under Greek control. Greek troops landed at Smyrna, ostensibly to secure the ter-
ritorial gains, but at the encouragement of western allies, began marching north to take Ankara and Istanbul
(Constantinople). When the bid failed, retreating Greek soldiers set fire to some Moslem villages. The
Turkish army retaliated, destroying numerous Greek Christian villages and the entire Greek city of Smyrna.
All Greek males between 15 and 60 were arrested and condemned to forced labor. Finally, by the terms of
the Lausanne Treaty of 1923, the entire Moslem population of 400,000 was expatriated from Greece to
Turkey, and over 1.2 million Greek Orthodox, many of whom spoke only Turkish and whose forebears had
lived in Asia Minor since before the time of Christ, were moved en masse to Greece, increasing the Greek
population by 20 percent overnight. Although the Patriarch and the local Orthodox community of 100,000
people were allowed to stay in Constantinople and on two small islands at the mouth of the Dardanelles, this
exchange of populations wiped out the remnants of the 3000 year-old Greek culture in Asia Minor.

2 Adnan Menderes (1899-1961): Founded the Demokrat Parti in 1946, which came to power four years later.
Menderes served as the premier (prime minister) and sometime foreign minister from 1950-60, when the
government was toppled by an army coup. Menderes was arrested, charged with violating the constitution,
and executed.

3 The Tripartite Conference of 1955 was convened in London in August at British invitation; representatives
of the Greek and Turkish governments met with British authorities to discuss Cyprus – a radical departure
from traditional British policy, which had considered domestic colonial matters to be solely a British affair.
Greece accepted the invitation with hesitation as no Cypriots had been invited. The Turks also accepted. The
meeting broke up in September with no results. The Greeks were dissatisfied because Cypriot self-determi-
nation was not offered; the Turks because it was not forbidden. 

The day before the meeting ended, a bomb was set off at the Turkish consulate (Ataturk’s birthplace) in
Thessalonica, which led to the riots of September 5, which devastated the Greek community. Premier
Menderes claimed to know nothing of the source of the riots, declared martial law, and “sent in” the army,
too late to protect the Greek community. Later, at the Yassiada Trial, it was proven that the bombing and
riots had been prearranged by the Turkish government and Menderes’ own Demokrat Parti to bring pres-
sure on the Greeks over Cyprus. Most of the Greek churches, property and businesses in Constantinople
(Istanbul) and Smyrna (Izmir) were destroyed. Greece reacted by withdrawing its representatives from
NATO headquarters in Turkey and relations between the two countries were severely strained.
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8 Proti Island:  The closest of the Prince’s Islands to Constantinople [Istanbul]. In Turkish, “Kinali.”

9 Fr. Amphilochios Makris: (1888-1970) Well-known Greek monastic spiritual father from the holy island
of Patmos. One time abbot of St. John the Theologian Monastery and founder of the Women’s Convent of
the Annunciation, besides being a renowned spiritual father, Fr. Amphilochios was also known for his mis-
sionary, ecological and charitable endeavors. 

10 Three years after this, on September 20, 1964, the Greek cemetery of Kouskoutzouki (Kuskuncuk) was
desecrated and the following day the Cave-Chapel of Panaghia in Exi Marmara was destroyed.

11 Nun Gavrilia, The Ascetic of Love, Series Talanto, Thessaloniki, Greece, 2000. See also, Road to Emmaus,
Issue 7, Fall 2001, “The Obedience of Love: An Interview with Sister Gavrilia.”

12 Principio, one of the Prince’s Islands. In Turkish, Buyucada.

13 Jonah 4:6-11.

14 For nonOrthodox readers: Orthodox Christians fast not only from oil, but more importantly, from meat,
eggs and wine on Wednesdays, Fridays and during major fast periods, but for some reason this new
Christian had only heard, “oil.”

15 In 1964, the Ankara government reneged on the 1930 Greco-Turkish Ankara convention, which established
the right of Greek etablis (Greeks who were born and lived in Istanbul but held Greek citizenship) to live and
work in Turkey. Deported with two-day’s notice, the Greek Orthodox community of Istanbul was devastated.
The population, 80 – 100,000 persons in 1955, shrank to only 48,000 in 1965. Today they number around
1,500, and continue to be persecuted. The Ecumenical Patriarchate has been bombed four times over the past
few years, and the remaining Greeks are increasingly forced to emigrate by Turkish laws designed to obstruct
inheritance and business. The Greek Theological School of Halki, the theological seminary of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, was forcibly closed by the Turkish government in 1971, and remains so until now.

16 Exodus 13:32-36

17 Ismet Inonu (1884-1973) First Prime Minister of Turkey, President of Turkey after Ataturk’s death (1938-
50) and afterwards repeatedly reelected as Prime Minister until his retirement.

18 Note from Road to Emmaus correspondent, Nicholas Karellos:  “I can vouch for this. In the early spring of
1987 I was doing my compulsory military service in the Greek navy. One night, I was called back from leave and
we were put on red alert for several weeks. We were ready to go to war from moment to moment, but did not
know the details ourselves, and there is no way that Kyrios Petros could have known this. Only in 2004 was it
revealed in the Greek press that a Greek-Turkish war had been narrowly prevented by a secret agreement
between the Prime Minister of Greece, Papandreou, and President Todor Zhivkov of communist Bulgaria. The
Bulgarians quietly sent their troops to the Turkish borders and the Turks, afraid of a double war, withdrew.”
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