










so when your group wrote from Russia it was as if two steams had come
together. For me, it was a gift that I wasn’t looking for. 

RTE: How many other Orthodox priests are there in Brittany?

FR. MAXIME: Now, we are four altogether. In a few days you will meet Father
Philippe Cales, who is also native Breton and serves at the Church of the
Life-Giving Cross in Brest. The other two are in Vannes and Nants.

ANNA: When we drove into Dol today I thought, “A land that has once been
Orthodox always feels Orthodox.” You can feel the Christian roots here.

FR. MAXIME: Yes. There are many, many Breton saints, most of them before
the 11th century. Brittany was christened and even achieved nationhood
through the saints. They not only brought the Church, but created the
nation. It is still alive, and when you pray to the saints and turn your heart
to them they bring the Lord’s blessing and the sense of their presence, they
give you signs. The very fact that you have come here from Moscow is for me
an answer from the Lord and His saints.

RTE: Many educated, believing Russians are interested in saints in the West,
particularly Celtic saints, and I think this is the first of many pilgrimages.

FR. MAXIME: I’m not surprised. People here have lost a lot, like in Russia.
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Jerusalem for ten months. I had not been baptized as a child because my
parents were Communists. I was looking for God and I had many friends in
the Catholic Church, but I wanted to look further, so I decided that
Jerusalem would be a good place to start. At Christmas, I went to the all-
night vigil at the Holy Sepulchre, where I felt, “everything is here, the
Trinity, everything.”
When I came back to Brittany, I was naturally interested in the Orthodox

roots of my own people. It was not something intellectual, but a need of my
soul to find out, to reclaim the saints. I felt that this land was deeply Orthodox,
but I found myself very lonely, as the only Orthodox people I met were immi-
grants who didn’t seem to care; they were too busy establishing a new life. The
native Bretons thought I had done something a little crazy in being baptized
Orthodox because Orthodoxy was only for eastern Europeans. 
I prayed and tried to get to know the serious Orthodox I could reach, and

suddenly this year, when I was about to be ordained, I found a letter in my
mailbox from your group, that you wanted to come to venerate my saints,
the saints of Brittany. 

RTE: You were ordained this year?

FR. MAXIME: Yes. I became a priest two weeks ago. I was a deacon for two
and a half years before that. We Orthodox are not many and are quite alone,
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RTE: How do you speak to people involved in the New Age, who are trying to
create a Celtic Christianity of their own?

FR. MAXIME: I know many of them. It is very difficult to talk to them because
the great problem of many western people is pride. They do and think as
they wish. It is difficult to talk to someone who believes he knows when he
doesn’t. He imagines he is rich, when actually he is poor. We all are poor in
comparison to the true riches, but when you believe you are rich you cannot
take in anything more. They are often sincere people, but they have no spir-
itual root, no spiritual education. If they could see real Orthodoxy they could
change, but we have no monasteries and no experienced spiritual fathers. I
need that too, very much.
Orthodoxy is necessary to save the West, and not only the West but the

world as a whole. But this is something that many in the ethnic Orthodox
churches don’t want to accept yet. The task is too heavy and they are not
ready for it, but I believe that the Lord wants this. What do you see?

RTE: I agree. Even in China and Africa, people are being drawn to
Christianity.

FR. MAXIME: Yes. Whether we are Orthodox here, in Russia, or in Greece, we
don’t have a choice. If we are Christian, we are not Christian just for our-
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Like many Russians, my generation is looking for its spiritual roots and I
think the generation after me will be searching as well. You had commu-
nism, we’ve had all the exotic foreign spiritualities, and now we are both
looking for our roots. 

RTE: Do you see any Bretons becoming Orthodox?

FR. MAXIME: Yes. Here in Brittany, like the rest of Europe, people who have
lost their faith are coming back to Christianity. Perhaps every month some-
one in Brittany becomes Orthodox.
Becoming Orthodox is easy in that first moment, but to become truly

Orthodox takes a whole lifetime. The Catholic Church here is so diverse that
you can find every possible theological view and people now simply don’t
know what to believe. We are not here to take believers from the Catholic
Church, but if they come to us we will not turn them away. The way is nar-
row in church relations. We have to be simple like the colombe [dove] and
cautious and wise like the serpent.
We believe that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world, and that only the

Church can save the world. Now, not only the western world, but all of civ-
ilization has become sick, and more and more dark. We are not Orthodox
for ourselves. We are Orthodox for all people and we can’t keep our precious
traditions hidden. One doesn’t put a light under the bed.
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it doesn’t lead anywhere if there is no root, if it isn’t connected to the trunk.
As I said, they were in too much of a hurry, but God knows their intent and
Church time is not man’s time. I don’t think the movement was bad – it was
useful in a way because many western people, intellectual or otherwise,
came to Orthodoxy through it, although those who started it ended up root-
less themselves.

MAXIM (FROM KIEV): Do you have any thoughts on the restoration of the
Gallic liturgy that was used in early France?

FR. MAXIME: The Gallic liturgy has been accepted, but still one has to be very
careful because its revival is founded more on archeology than tradition.
Tradition has to be living in order to be used. Of course, there were many
liturgies in early Christian times: the Mozar’abic liturgy in Spain, the Celtic
liturgy, the Ambrosian, the Roman, and more than one Syrian liturgy, but
these are not used now except in a few isolated places – such as the Church
of St. Ambrose in Milan, which still serves the Ambrosian liturgy. There sim-
ply wasn’t a continuing tradition. We live in a time when there is an intel-
lectual desire to revive what existed earlier, but Church tradition is not like
this. What is alive is alive.
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selves. Of course, we have to save our souls, but the best way to save our
souls is to go to work. 

MAXIM (A PILGRIM FROM KIEV): What do you think of the Eglise Catholique-
Orthodoxe de France, which is now on the fringe of Orthodoxy but whose
founding was influenced by St. John Maximovitch when he lived here?

FR. MAXIME: I think the original impetus, the intuition, was prophetic, but
it was too early and although in the beginning it followed the right path,
afterwards it went off course. They were first connected to the Russian
Church in Exile and the Romanian Church, but then they left to find some-
one in the Orthodox world who would give them legitimacy while allowing
them to be autonomous. However, when there is no obedience, delusion is
not far away. I think they fell into mistaken thinking because they wanted
to direct themselves according to their own wishes and that led to their
demise. Nevertheless, many things in their initial impulse were prophetic
and are now being realized in canonical Orthodoxy. They discovered many
roots of western Orthodox history.
But the Church is not something you can build. It is like a tree and it

grows new branches from the trunk. One can be a genius and a prophet but
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I am not enthusiastic about these revivals. The Gallic liturgy was not bad
but there are things wrong in other parts of Matins and Vespers. The
Liturgies of St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil were inspired by the Holy
Spirit and the Holy Spirit caused them to become the liturgies of the uni-
versal Church – so to me it is a bit of vanity to try to use something more
local. It is not my way, at least. I am not eager to recreate a pseudo-Brittanic
Christianity. One has to be careful. This is a very western notion.
In the western world, many people are sincere in their desire to practice

what they think is early Christianity, but we are in danger of confusing the
psychic and the spiritual, and most of us are easily confused between sinceri-
ty and truth. Sincerity is not necessarily truth; we can be sincerely in illusion.
In the western world we are infected by both the psychic and sentimentality. 
There are many people in Europe now calling themselves Orthodox, but

they are not. Although they may be sincere, they don’t know what
Orthodoxy is because they have no root. They didn’t “come and see,” they
didn’t drink from the well of living water. I’m thinking especially of the
many western pseudo-Celtic Orthodox groups. Their spiritual leaders may
not be bad, but they are proud. They have an intuition, a “prophetic view,”
but St. John Chrysostom said, “It is nothing to see light, but to have humil-
ity and to cry over one’s sins, this is greater.” This is the tradition. 

RTE: What about the western-rite liturgy that is served in a few places in the
U.S.? Those who use it are from canonical jurisdictions and they justify it as
a way to bring people to Orthodoxy. 

FR. MAXIME: I’ve heard of this and it is quite interesting, but I can only
relate my own experience. All of the people in the western world where I
saw real spiritual life – like Fr. Sophrony of Essex who is now reposed, Fr.
Philippe Cales (also of Brittany), and many young monks of my own gener-
ation – were very sensitive to the western roots of Christianity but still they
follow in obedience to the historic Eastern churches because something
remains in the tradition that wasn’t cut, which you can’t find here. You can
be interested in the traditions of the past, you can study them, but to live
Orthodoxy one needs to be in this river of the Holy Spirit. It is plain, that
this is the norm. In western churches many people are truly Christian and
filled with love for God, but the traditional river doesn’t flow any longer. 

RTE: Is there a remnant of that older Celtic Christianity in the Breton language?
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FR. MAXIME: Yes. It’s dying out, but people in Brittany hope for a revival.
There are only about half a million people who still speak Breton as their
first language. My wife and I speak Breton to our children at home. 

RTE: What language do you serve in?

FR. MAXIME: Usually French, but also in Breton. I love the Breton language.
I like to pray in Breton and do so myself and with my family, but at this
point the French is better for services because one has to bring the tradition
to everyone, and the language is not important. It is wrong to idolize a lan-
guage, even if this language is a holy language. All languages which have
been prayed in and taught in by saints are holy in a way. Breton is the lan-
guage of St. Tugdual and St. Samson and it is a holy language for me. But
the main thing for me is to make the gospel understood. I feel the same
about the Celtic tradition. It is important, but more important is to live in
Christ in any tradition. I am very sensitive to my national tradition, but I
don’t want to idolize it. It is not the chief thing. The chief thing is to help the
people of this country find their way back to the truth.

ILIA: How often do you serve?

FR. MAXIME: I serve at different times in several Orthodox churches or
chapels in Brittany, but in my own parish, the Church of St. Anna in
Lannion, only every two weeks and on feasts. Vespers, matins and liturgy.
This is nothing compared to a Russian priest.

RTE: Yes, but you’ve only been ordained for two weeks. Let’s see what hap-
pens in ten years when Orthodoxy begins to take hold.

FR. MAXIME: We will pray for it. I would like to be very busy.


